	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	ANTHR 150
	Number of Weeks
	18

	Course Title
	Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion
	Lecture Hours By Term
	54

	Prerequisite
	None
	Lab Hours By Term
	

	Challenge Policy                    
	
	*Hours By Arrangement
	

	Co-requisite
	None
	Units 
	3.0

	Challenge Policy                    
	
	
	

	Advisory
	None


	*HOURS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
	 0
	Hours per term. 

	           ACTIVITIES: (Please provide a list of the activities students will perform in order to satisfy the HBA requirement):

	

	

	


	COURSE/CATALOG DESCRIPTION


	This course is a cross-cultural study of the forms and functions of supernatural beliefs and associated rituals in various societies of Africa, Asia, aboriginal Australia, Oceania, South America, native North America and elsewhere.  Emphasis is on understanding beliefs and rituals within their given social contexts, but also on broad comparisons to derive insight into the general functions of beliefs and rituals in human life. Not repeatable.


	COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	1.  Discern reasons for why humans became religious.

	2.  Discuss the differences between myth, ritual, symbolism, and taboo.

	3.  Differentiate between various religious practitioners such as shamans, priests, and prophets.

	4.  Evaluate the cultural factors which relate to the religious use of drugs.

	5.  Identify the interrelationships between religion and healing.

	6.  Distinguish between witchcraft and sorcery.

	7.  Show how forces of evil are manipulated in various cultures.

	8.  Demonstrate the human need to master the supernatural world through magic.

	9.  Show how many societies interact with spirit ancestors.

	10. Evaluate the rise of revitalization movements in both western and non-western religions.

	11. Explain the use of skepticism in the evaluation of the occult.


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
	Students will be able to define ritual, religion, and magic in the anthropological context.

	Students will be able to explain why humanity answers many of its needs and fears through religion.

	Students will be able to identify the operative elements of the supernatural.  


  COURSE CONTENT (Lecture): 
	1.   The anthropological study of religion.

	2.   Myth, ritual, symbolism, and taboo.

	3.   Shamans, priests, and prophets.

	4.   The religious use of drugs.

	5.   Ethnomedicine: religion and healing.

	6.   Witchcraft, sorcery, and other forces of evil.

	7.   Demons, exorcism, divination, and magic.

	8.   Ghosts, souls, and ancestors.

	9.   Old and New Religions:  revitalization movements.

	10. The Occult.


 COURSE CONTENT (Lab): 
	

	

	

	


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

	Lecture/Discussion

	Audio-Visual

	Cooperative Learning


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:


NOTE: To be UC/CSU transferable, the text must be dated within the last 7 years OR a statement of justification for a text beyond the last 7 years must be included. 

	Textbook Title:
	Anthropology of Religion, Magic, and Witchcraft

	Author:
	Philip Stein and Rebecca Stein

	Publisher:
	 Pearson Education

	Edition/Date:
	3rd edition, 2010

	Textbook Reading Level:
	9.7 grade level

	Justification Statement:
	


OUTSIDE OF CLASS WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS:

Title 5, section 55002.5 establishes that a range of 48 -54hours of lecture, study, or lab work is required for one unit of credit. For each hour of lecture, students should be required to spend an additional two hours of study outside of class to earn one unit of credit. 

· State mandates that sample assignments must be included on the Course Outline of Record.

	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week


	Weekly Reading Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	3


	Reading #1: Read the chapter in the textbook on why humans became religious, and provide an evaluation of the arguments that the authors make regarding the essential elements of religion found in all human cultures.
Reading #2: Read the chapter in the textbook on old gods in new guises, and describe three different manifestations of ancient deities that you have encountered in your own society. 


	Weekly Writing Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	   3


	Writing #1: Develop a comparative report on the religious rituals of two different American societies.  Students are to select a society from the literature, research the religious patterns of that society, and then select a particular ritual for in-depth analysis.  Students are then to attend an equivalent religious ritual in their own society.  They are to then write a comprehensive comparative analysis of the various functions of each of the rituals in their respective social frameworks.  
Writing #2: Students are to select three different life mysteries from a list assembled in class.  They should list each mystery that they have chosen and then, in a short paragraph, tell why it is (or has been) a mystery.  Next, using the textbook and other references, students are to describe how people in small-scale, non-industrialized societies explained and/or coped with each mystery.  Finally, they are to describe how their own society has explained and/or coped with each mystery.  


	Weekly Math Problems (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	


	 


	Lab or Software Application Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	


	 


	Other Performance Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	 


	


 STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	50
	%
	Term paper and assignments 

	50
	%
	Midterm and Final Exam  


	  GRADING POLICY: (Choose LG, P/NP, or SC)

	 
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	x
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A 
	70% and above = Pass
	90% - 100% = A

	80% -   89% = B      
	Below 70% = No Pass                                   
	80% -   89% = B

	70%  -  79% = C     
	
	70%  -  79% = C

	60%  -  69% = D    
	
	60%  -  69% = D

	Below   60% = F  
	
	Below   60% = F

	or

	70% and above = Pass

	Below 70% = No Pass

	Prepared by:
	Manu Ampim


	Date: 
	11-8-13
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